





Co-Chairs: Bryan Dean, Dylan ClarkJUDGES
DATES

Cynthia Ortega, Elizabethtown, PA Sue Werner, Jonestown, PA Gretchen Oberst, Pine Grove, PA
Demonstrations January 6-9, 2025 Lancaster Farming Stage (Expo Hall)
demonstrations



RULES AND REGULATIONS - DEMONSTRATIONS
For agricultural education teams from Pennsylvania high schools.
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School Entries


Entries shall be made in the name of the school represented and premium awards will be made to the school. A school may enter a maximum of
three (3) demonstrations. There must be different members on each team.





Pathways

All demonstrations must fit within the following Agricultural, Food and Natural Resources pathways: Agribusiness Systems, Animal Systems, Environmental Service Systems, Food Products & Processing Systems, Natural Resources Systems, Plant Systems, Power, Structural & Technical Systems.


Teams	On-stage teams WILL be composed of two to four FFA members.


Off-Stage Assistance


Off-stage assistance during a demonstration shall be limited to team members and one assistant, plus adviser or chaperone.





Mailing Address

Entry forms and presentation outlines must be mailed to Christopher Davis, Department of Education | Bureau of Career and Technical Education 607 South Drive, 5th Fl, Harrisburg, PA 17120-0600 by November 3. “Demonstration” must be on the envelope. Applications can be found on the PA FFA Website: https://paffa.org/farm-show.



Property Requirements


Property requirements for demonstrations shall be cleared with the Farm Show Director before demonstrations are approved.


Manuscripts	Team members MAY NOT use manuscripts during the demonstration.



Advisors/ Chaperones


Each team shall be accompanied by an FFA Advisor or chaperone who will be responsible for the team while it is in Harrisburg.



	

Time Requirements
	The actual demonstration must be at least fifteen (15) minutes long but not more than twenty (20) minutes. A penalty will be assessed for demonstrations not meeting these time requirements. In addition, the demonstrations must be set up, presented, and removed from the stage within the 30-minute time period provided for each demonstration.

	
Safety Constraints
	Demonstrations may NOT utilize propane, small gasoline engines, or other flammable liquids for the safety of participants and observers. Live animals are NOT allowed to be utilized in demonstrations.

	
Safety Protocols
	All safety protocols must be followed during the demonstration: judges or other FFA officials may stop the demonstration and ask team members to adjust for safety, then, the time will resume.

	
Back-Stage Activity
	Back-stage activity while demonstrations are being presented is not permitted. Members of demonstrating teams MUST adhere to safety precautions at all times.

	
Variety
	Demonstrations should vary from year to year and NOT be repeated in successive years by the same school.

	
No Q&A
	No question period is provided, and questions are not solicited. The presentation is to be complete.

	Performance
	Skits and playlets, except as a part of the demonstration, are not acceptable.

	
Location
	Demonstrations will be conducted on the Lancaster Farming Stage in the Expo Hall of the Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex & Expo Center.

	



Applications
	The demonstration committee will review all applicants and select the schools to participate based on the time slots available. If more teams apply than time slots are available, the Farm Show FFA Committee will review the applications and select the participants.
Schools will be notified by December 1. Official FFA dress is required.
Suggested hints for demonstrations and scorecards can be found on the PA FFA website and should be reviewed.


DEMONSTRATIONS
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Disqualification
	A disqualification and forfeiture of show premiums of a demonstration or exhibit will be made at the discretion of the department chairman. Infractions that could warrant disqualification include:
Removal of exhibits prior to the designated removal time and date, unless preapproved by the Farm Show Manager.
Exhibits that were not the original work of the FFA Chapter or individual exhibitor.
Modifying and painting Farm Show property in any way except by approval of the Farm Show Manager.
Defacing Farm Show property in any way.
Consistent and flagrant violation of departmental rules that are not included as part of the evaluation and scoring process.
Flagrant violation of the FFA Code of Conduct. Exhibits less than high quality for the PA Farm Show.

	
Timeliness
	Demonstration teams who do not make their officially scheduled time, will not be permitted to “make up” their demonstration at a different time, and will forfeit the competition.




CHART OF CLASSES - DIVISION 001


	001
	Middle School
	002
	High School




The Farm Show Commission will award a walnut plaque for the first place team.DEMONSTRATIONS PREMIUMS
1st
$165.00
2nd
$126.50
3rd
$110.00
4th
$99.00
5th
$93.50
6th
$48.40
7th
$44.00
8th
$41.80
9th
$39.60
10th
$37.40

The plaque will be sent to the team.

Best of Show - Permanent Design Most Creative - Floral Entry Overall
HORTICULTURAL  EXHIBITS
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Chairperson: Deb Seibert
JUDGES
DATE/TIME

TBA
Landscape Exhibits Judging
Friday, January 3, 2025



Overview: FFA Chapter Ag-Ed students will use landscape industry approved design principles to design and install the landscape exhibit with high quality workmanship. 
2026 Landscape Design Feature:   Highlight the landscape design feature:  Focal Point 
                       No water features with pumps will be permitted
Be sure that the rules and description you are using to prepare your display are for the 2026 PA Farm Show.
   Application, the updated 2026 Scoring Rubric and a sample Theme Statement are available on the PA Team Ag-Ed website:   https://paffa.org/farm-show
Prequalifying required documents will be sent to Christopher Davis at the Pennsylvania Department of Education for review. Selected chapters will then be notified by email for Farm Show participation. 
Pre-Entry Documents:
1.    The exhibit will be a maximum of 14 feet 6 inches across by 10 feet deep. 
2.    Schools must submit the following two prequalifying documents to Chris Davis by__Nov 3, 2026________:
A digital scan of the DRAFT landscape design  from a bird’s eye view.
The FINAL plan must show the actual plants that are included in the Farm Show display.
A one-page Theme Statement describing how the  FFA chapters landscape design concept 
was developed to meet the PA Farm Shows’ role as the landscape customer using the required years theme.
To be considered a complete application, the two documents must be mailed by November 3 to: Christopher Davis, Department of Education Education | Bureau of Career and Technical Education 607 South Drive, 5th Fl, Harrisburg, PA 17120-0600. Label envelope: FFA Landscape. Mailed items will be given to the judges to be evaluated and not be returned to the exhibitors.
	RULES AND REGULATIONS - LANDSCAPE EXHIBITS

	
Construction
	The display will be completed by FFA members and their advisor. Landscape professionals may be and are encouraged to be consulted on the project including the scale drawing. The judged installation must be constructed by high school FFA members.
A source of 110-volt electrical power will be available at each exhibit.
   No water features with pumps are allowed

	


Landscape
Design Plan
	 Landscape Design Plan: Should be mounted in a plastic 18” x 24” plastic frame.  The to scale design should be from a bird’s eye view from a front viewing perspective.  The landscape design plan will include natural elements like flowers, trees, and grass as well as man-made hardscape elements..
The 3 LIVE plant alternatives should show on the display indicating what actual plants they represent
The plan should be on an easel in the front of the exhibit. 


[image: ]Landscape exhibits
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	RULES AND REGULATIONS - LANDSCAPE EXHIBITS

	

Plants
	A minimum of five  of living landscape plant materials will be used. All plants shall be balled or containerized so they will stand up for eight days of the show. All plants used in the exhibit will be labeled in the display using common AND Genus and species names. Artificial plants do not count toward the five-count requirement and should not be labeled.

	
Plant Alternatives
	You may use up to 3 LIVE plant alternatives to represent three plants in the drawing that are difficult to acquire in January. No artificial plants can be used as alternative plants.

	
Removal
	Exhibits must be removed AFTER 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 17, 2026 and no later than 5 pm Monday January 19th. Items of value should be removed on Saturday if possible.  If exhibits cannot be removed during this time, contact chairman of the Farm Show to make alternate arrangements.

	

Big E, Eastern States Exposition
	First-place school will be given the opportunity to represent PA at the Big E, Eastern States Exposition. If that is not an option, the opportunity will be offered to second place. Schools may not attend Big E in two consecutive years. The Big E competing school will receive $450 from the PA FFA Association to offset expenses.

	

Set-Up
	Exhibits may be set up before January 1, 2026, at noon with prior arrangements with the Department Chairperson and Show Manager.
Otherwise, set-up begins on Wednesday, January 1, 2025, at noon and must be in place by Friday, January 9, 2026, at 12:00 noon.

	
Sign
	A FFA chapter sign will be supplied by the PA Farm Show and put on display by committee after judging. 





	RULES AND REGULATIONS - LANDSCAPE EXHIBITS

	






Disqualification
	A disqualification and forfeiture of show premiums of a demonstration or exhibit will be made at the discretion of the department:
Removal of exhibits prior to the designated removal time and date, unless preapproved by the Farm Show Manager.
Exhibits that were not the original work of the FFA Chapter. 
Modifying and painting Farm Show property in any way except by approval of the Farm Show Manager.
Defacing Farm Show property in any way.
Consistent and flagrant violation of departmental rules that are not included as part of the evaluation and scoring process.
Flagrant violation of the FFA Code of Conduct.
Exceeding the maximum exhibit size of 14 feet 6 inches across by 10 feet deep.





DIVISION 006: CLASS 055 LANDSCAPE EXHIBIT



Special Ribbons:	Best Overall Design Principles
Best Plant Materials Selection
Best Non-Living Materials SelectionLANDSCAPE EXHIBIT PREMIUMS


Best Landscape Design Plan Print Best Exhibit Theme Statement




Special Awards: The Farm Show Commission will award the special ribbons listed above plus a walnut plaque to the school winning first  place.1st
$330.00
2nd
$275.00
3rd
$220.00
4th
$137.50
5th-10th
$110.00
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