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FARMS
Whether you have a large complex operation or a small farm, we can help.

Please Call For Quotations or Information.
Visit Our Website

www.weaverinsurancegroup.com
or Email Us at

info@weaverinsurancegroup.com
In addition to Farm and Agribusiness Insurance, we can also provide

Commercial Insurance including Workers Compensation,
Group Health Benefits, and Personal Insurance for your home, autos,

and recreational vehicles.

Weaver Insurance Group
“We ’ r e H e r e To S e r v e ”

27 East State Street
Quarryville, Pa 17566

Weaver Insurance
1-800-882-1415

Abby O’Neill
FFA State President

Brandon Bixler, an alumnus of 
Grassland FFA in New Holland, 
Pennsylvania, served as the 2019-
2020 Pennsylvania FFA state vice 
president, and will be Pennsylvania’s 
national officer candidate at the 
national convention on Oct. 27-30 in 
Indianapolis. The Pennsylvania FFA 
state officers had the honor of sitting 
down with Brandon to discuss his 
FFA journey.

Q: What events through state office 
made you want to run for national 
office? What truly inspired you? 

A: The first time I really knew 
deep down that I wanted to run was 
when I attended the national conven-
tion. Our state’s national officer 
candidate, Justin Kurtz, was an inspi-
ration to me. It was a real privilege to 
attend the national convention as part 
of the state officer team and watch 
Kurtz go through the process.

A second defining moment was 
when my agriculture teacher Mrs. 

Ranck asked me the question point 
blank: Are you going to run for 
national office? 

I gave her the pretty typical answer 
at the time of “Oh, I don’t know. We 
will just have to see.” 

But I will never forget her giving 
me that knowing look. At first, I 
was kind of taken aback. It was one 
of those instances of a time where 
sometimes those around us know us 
better than (we know) ourselves.

Mrs. Ranck knew that I was lying 
to myself at the time. She knew that I 
wanted to run and that this would be 
a great opportunity for me to pursue, 
and I would regret it if I didn’t take 
the chance. It was really a moment 
when I knew. 

Q: As a national officer, what are 
a few things that you would do to 
influence or change the lives of FFA 
members?

A: Many things are exciting about 
serving as a national officer, and one 
of those things that I would be really 
excited for is the ability to get back 
into some of those in-person interac-

tions and events that we have missed 
out on. Having the opportunity to 
be a part of a normal year like that 
would be an incredible privilege and 
true honor. 

A big priority I have is making 
connections with all members regard-
less of the background that they 
come from. I think we have a broad 
spectrum of students who are com-
ing from all different backgrounds, 
whether that be race, socioeconomic 
status, sexual orientation, and we 
all have a unique story. The goal 
would be to connect with members 
from all these backgrounds and show 
them that no matter where you fall 
or where you come from, there’s a 
place for all of us within agriculture 
and FFA. 

Q: Beyond FFA and the blue 
jacket, what are some of your life and 
career goals? 

A: I’m in my second year of 
courses at Penn State University, and 
my career goal would be to become 
an agricultural educator. After gradu-
ating college, I anticipate teaching 

at the high school level for at least 
a few years or maybe for my entire 
career.

I am excited about teaching at the 
high school level as well as being 
an agricultural teacher and an FFA 
adviser at a chapter. 

I had incredible agriculture educa-
tors during my time in high school, 
and it would be a real privilege to 
give back those similar experiences 
to students. 

Q: How are you feeling right now, 
knowing that interviews begin in 
a few short weeks? What are your 
emotions like?

A: I am feeling a bit of everything. 
There are certainly a lot of emotions 
leading up to the interviews. This has 
been a unique experience for me, and 
it's unlike anything that I have ever 
done before.

All my time in FFA in the last 
seven years has really led up to this 
moment. There is a bit of pressure, 
but it has been fun to get to know the 
other candidates and build friend-
ships through this. And thank you 

Brandon Bixler served as vice 
president of the Pennsylvania of-
ficer team last year. He is running 
for national FFA office, which will 
be decided during the National 
FFA Convention in Indianapolis. 

Meet Brandon Bixler, Pennsylvania’s National Officer Candidate

to those who have poured so much 
support into my life that I am so 
grateful for.

Q: Do you have any advice for 
younger FFA members? 

A: My biggest piece of advice 
would be to look for the places 
where you can make a difference in 
someone’s life. When we take the 
time to make an impact on others, we 
are impacted as well. When we invest 
in others, we are truly changed for 
the better.

Trevor Maxwell
FFA State Reporter

Jadyn Klinger of the Big Spring FFA chapter in Newville, 
Pennsylvania, has a lot of fun with her four-legged and fibrous 
supervised agricultural experience project.

Klinger raises alpacas for their fleece and for shows, and one 
day she would like to breed them. She took over the care of her 
family's alpacas after her brother stopped showing. She began 
showing with her brother’s two stubborn older males.

Embrace the Present 
This month, Pennsylvania’s state officer team is 

excited to embrace the present. Being able to finally 
work closely with members and fellow agricultur-
ists at different events is currently the highlight of 
our year. As members and officers, we are living 
in the now and taking everything in and living our 
lives one day at a time. We encourage all our mem-
bers to do the same. 

Big Spring FFA Member Focuses on Alpacas
“I fell in love with their personalities and the style of showing, 

and decided to expand my herd, along with the help from my 
parents,” Klinger said.

Today, Klinger’s little flock has grown to include one gelded 
male, two older females, one juvenile female, and one cria, or 
baby.

“In the future, I hope to switch my project to entrepreneurship 
when we start breeding them,” she said.

All of Klinger’s hard work definitely pays off in the end. One 
of her biggest accomplishments is winning overall senior cham-

pion showman 
during the last 
show of her first 
year.

“I had put in 
so much time 
and effort into 
training, and I 
was so proud of 
my alpacas and 
what they had 

accomplished,” she said.
After graduation from Big Spring High School, Klinger plans 

to attend college to study marketing and advertising with the 
hope of working in the agriculture communications field.

Photo provided by Jadyn Klinger 
Jadyn Klinger of Big Spring FFA raises and shows alpacas 
for her supervised agricultural experience project. 
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Embracing Connections 
Pennsylvania FFA State Officer Team

For the month of September, the Pennsylvania state offi cers are encour-
aging FFA members across the state to embrace their connections. As we 
enter the new school year, we are faced with the opportunity to meet new 
people and create lasting connections. FFA members, do not be afraid to 
seek out new relationships in your life because it could change you for the 
better.

Pennsylvania FFA photo/graphic

Stationed by the Keystone

A few weeks ago, I was attending 
a wedding ceremony. It seemed like 
another day at my part-time job as 
a wedding videographer, but it soon 
turned into a day I wouldn’t forget. 

After the ceremony had ended, 
I was sitting on a bench a few 
rows away from the altar while the 
couple’s family photos were being 
taken. 

I had met the minister briefl y 
before the ceremony, but suddenly I 
found him sitting next to me on the 
bench. He remembered my name, 
said “hello” and then asked me, 
what I was passionate about.

I responded quickly and full 
of excitement. In my head, I was 
mind blown — thinking wow, 
this guy really cares. I am just a 
stranger he met less than a few 
hours ago, yet he’s interested in 
knowing more about what I do. 

One of the fi rst words I had 
rattled off to him was agriculture. 
I shared how I found my passion 
through FFA, what the organiza-
tion means to me and my role as 
the state chaplain, which led to 
us discussing my faith in Jesus. 
We also talked about life and how 
everything in life eventually con-
nects and fi ts together. 

The job I was doing at this 
wedding was work-related, but 
something I absolutely love, none-
theless. So, if faith, agriculture and 
photography could be combined, 
it would be a lump sum of passion 
for this girl. 

This pastor is an example 
of how Jesus loved those who 
surrounded him, and I was just 
blessed to fi nd that within my 
proximity. The pastor showed 
compassion for me just as my 
Savior cares for me and as many 
others do. I will remember the ac-
tions of this man and aim to carry 
out similar gestures throughout my 

year of service. As Thomas Rhett 
says best, “In a world full of hate, 
be a light.”

The pastor was a light in my life 
that day by showing compassion 
and I hope to do the same for 
someone this year. I pray that I 
will see people with eyes of Christ 
and be a light to those whom I 
interact with. 

I believe the Lord put me on 
that chapel pew with the purpose 
to help me share my love for ag-
riculture. Like he did for my time 
spent in high school as an FFA 
member. And there was a time in 
my life when being a part of state 
offi ce was simply a dream, but that 
became a reality for me — only 
three months ago. 

In the beginning, my excitement 
and nerves battled each other, and 
some days they still do. 

But, I have found comfort in 
knowing that the Lord has a plan. I 
trust that right now, I am exact-
ly where I am meant to be. For 
anyone still reading, my message 
is this — love others, be kind and 
fi nd your passion. And also, when 
your purpose and passion align, 
anything is possible and use it for 
good in the lives of others around 
you.

From Cow to Cone
TREVOR MAXWELL

Reporter

BERNVILLE,Pa. —The Pennsyl-
vania state offi cer team traveled 
to Way-Har Farms on Aug. 27 to 
gain insight into a value-added 
dairy farm. The Lesher family 
gave offi cers and Lancaster Farm-
ing editors a tour of their entire 
dairy operation and farm market, 
which has been in their family for 
six generations. 

Lolly Lesher led the tour 
through the barns, explaining the 
steps the family takes in maturing 
a calf to a cow and producing milk 
for their market’s dairy product. 

Way-Har Farms has a variety 
of dairy cows of different breeds, 
from Jerseys and Milking Short-
horns to Holsteins and Ayrshire. 

However, the Holsteins make up 
the majority of their 300-cow 
herd. 

Operations of the 190-acre 
farm are managed by Lolly and 
her husband, William. They also 
have their children Josh, Jaylene 
and Olivia in management roles. 
Their other daughter, Laura, lives 
in Wisconsin working as a dairy 
specialist. 

William Lesher, a former Tulpe-
hocken FFA member, spoke with 
me in between chores. 

 “When I was a freshman in 
high school, I started in the FFA 
program and I just took off with it 
from there,” he said.

During his time in FFA, Lesher 
served as the historian, vice pres-
ident and president for two years, 
all at the chapter level. He also 

went on to serve as the county’s 
vice president. After high school, 
Lesher followed his passion and 
continued to work on his family’s 
dairy farm. 

“I enjoy working with the cows 
a lot. And I like that we take our 
product directly to our consumer. 
It means a lot to our family.” 

Not only is Lesher a driven 
agriculturalist, but he also likes 
to meet new people and share his 
passion with them. 

“This is one of my favorites, 
hosting you,” Lesher said. 

The offi cers and editors also 
visited the farm market and got to 
taste some of their 90 fl avors of 
ice cream.

From left, Ravyn Bashore, sentinel; Nina Coolidge, secretary; Trevor Maxwell, reporter; Greg Gipe, vice president; Abigail O’Neill, 
president; and Molly Cessna, treasurer.

Photos by Courtney Love 
Treasurer Molly Cessna became friends with one 
of Way-Har Farms’ Jerseys during the officer 
team’s visit to the farm.

William Lesher of Way-Har Farms and reporter Trevor Maxwell.
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