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BLUE AND GOLD

Pennsylvania FFA Happenings
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Pennsylvania is also proud to have
a National Proficiency finalist in the
area of food science and technologies,
Emily Griswold from the Greenwood
FFA Chapter.
In addition to competing in events
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From the Officers Station
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ents this year of the American Degree.
Three huge supporters of agriculture
education programs and FFA received
the Honorary American Degree: State
Agriculture Secretary George Greig,
Amy Morton, and Patrick Kerwin.
Overall the National FFA Convention was nothing short of epic for all
of its attendees.
For more results from the nationals
visit the Pennsylvania FFA website at:
www.paffa.state.pa.us.

Pennsylvania American Degree recipients, listed alphabetically, are: H. Allford, J. Bauman, C. Blood, K.
Brookhart, L. Campbell, C. Clarke, B. Coughenour, S. Crytzer, J. DiMarzio, A. Dobbs, C. Fenton, A. Finkenbinder, K. Gearhart, J. Geib, J. Gordon, D. Hampton, D. Hanna, M. Hauck, J. Herr, M. Hess, L. Hetrick, J.
Heyler, L. Hindman, A. Hoover, K. Hoy, A. Huber, B. Humphrys-Sullivan, C. Johnston, A. Kahler, J. Keefer,
L. Kind, A. Klejka, B. LaVan, B. LeCrone, A. Little, R. Martin, D. Masser, M. McDanel, J. Mills, S. Moore, K.
Morgan, S. Raffensperger, M. Reutlinger, D. Riley, K. Rishel, D. Romberger, C. Seaman, R. Seltzer, B. Shughart,
M. Slates, K. Sterling, T. Thompson, S. VanDruff, M. Walmer, K. Wickard, H. Wilkinson, and K. Wilson.

Having the Right
Tools of the Trade
O

the National Chorus.
The highest award that an FFA member can achieve is called the American
Degree. This degree recognizes the
hard work and academic achievements of members and signifies that
they have completed a minimum of 50
community service hours. Recipients
must have also earned or worked the
equivalent of $7,500 through a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE)
program. Pennsylvania had 57 recipi-

One FFA’ers Amazing Summer
Olivia Murphy-Sweet
Cumberland Valley FFA Vice-President
This summer was one of the greatest I have ever
had. I went away for an entire summer to intern
at Camp Friendship Stables in Palmyra, Va., as a
junior counselor.
This camp is designed to help children further
their education and experience in horseback riding skills, jumping and equestrian care. I heard
about this amazing camp when I visited some old
family friends who sent their children there ever
since they could walk.
Camp Friendship staff included international
students that came from Australia, England, and
New Zealand to work at the camp. My responsibilities included morning feedings of the horses
and barn chores. The day would continue with
me teaching two horseback riding lessons to girls
ranging in age from 6 to 16. We taught a horse
management lesson which is designed to explain
different ways to take care of your horse. Later, I
supervised the girls during afternoon barn chores.
After all the children left, I completed the remaining barn chores, evening feedings, and let the
horses out into the pastures.
This job defiantly helped improve my FFA experience to a whole new level. I was able to work

with animals that I love and still use the experience for a record book. I am grateful to have had
this experience because I learned management of
a barn and discovered a passion of wanting to be
an agricultural education teacher. I was able to
work with kids all summer, watch them progress
in their lessons, which in turn, made me enthusiastic about wanting to teach. I feel after working
over the summer that it is crucial for FFA members to pursue internships on what they want to
do. I learned different horse techniques and so
much more that I can apply to my future.
I have been asked to come back as a senior
counselor, which was a very big honor in my
book. I was able to get out on my own to experience the challenges that come without having
your parents there all the time. I know that all
FFA members in my area are capable to do hard
work through determination and motivation because they are in this amazing organization. They
have the opportunity of a lifetime to do internships because of their SAE books. All they have
to do is put the hard work in. This was an amazing summer experience and I am looking forward
to working next summer as a senior counselor at
Camp Friendship.

Cedar Crest FFA Wins
at All-American Show
Harold Berkheiser
Cedar Crest FFA Adviser

Cedar Crest FFA recently participated at the
Pennsylvania All-American Dairy Show Youth
Dairy Judging Contest. FFA members from
across Pennsylvania tested their knowledge and
skill at judging dairy animals. Cedar Crest FFA
members participating were Sherry Moore, Travis Zuck, Olivia Bingeman, Jenna Krall, Amy
Wise, Nick Wenger, Lydia Smith, Gianna Pis-

tone and Jill Briedenstine. Contestants judged
various classes of cows, took a general dairy
knowledge test and a test on linear evaluation
of cows.
The Cedar Crest Team consisting of Moore,
Zuck, Bingeman and Krall took first place over
22 other teams from Pennsylvania. They received monetary awards and ribbons for their
efforts. In addition Moore was the first place individual out of 285 contestants. Zuck was fourth
place, and Bingeman was eighth overall.

