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New Changes Bring Success to Livestock Sale
Jill Palmer
Pennsylvania FFA State Reporter
SHIPPENSBURG, Pa. — On July
30, the Shippensburg Livestock Sale
made history.
In previous years, the sale was set
up on two different nights. 4-H members would sell their own animals,
and FFA would sell theirs another
night. Recent deliberation and voting
changed this tradition to a one night
sale that Saturday evening. The first
year of the Junior Livestock Sale was
a success for those involved, especially two FFA members who served their
first term as a livestock showman and
one who served his last.
The future of Whitney Johnson’s
show career began her week at the
Shippensburg Fair. A Cumberland
Valley FFA member, Johnson said
that she learned a lot this year. “I liked
to see how my animals were so different in and out of the ring. My most
stubborn lamb did its best, so it was
a great behavioral learning experience
for me.” A senior this year, Johnson
looks forward to still staying active
with her lambs and participating in
the fair again.
As challenges arise in every situa-

tion, Whitney said that clipping was
the most difficult part of her journey with her Suffix and Hampshire
crosses. “I’m very much so looking
forward to next year. Getting a hands
on learning experience can be difficult
at times, but is always worth the effort
put into it.” Whitney will further her
education at college after this school
year, while still remaining an active FFA member to show her lambs
again.
As we know livestock sales do
not happen without the support of a
community and its agriculture members. This is one thing that Greencastle Livestock takes pride in each
year. Jeff Craig has been coming to
the Shippensburg Livestock Sales
for more than 30 years. “My father
was involved in the livestock business, which then inspired my role as
a buyer and seller. We come to this
fair each year and other youth sales
to promote their success as showman
and the future of agriculture. It’s always been about supporting them in
their endeavors and making sure that
we encourage the future leaders who
will then take our places.” Craig has
always been committed to those who
are committed to agriculture just like
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Whitney Johnson was one of the
first-year showman at the Shippensburg Fair.

those in his business. With the animals
going very well for the first year of
the combined sale, Greencastle Livestock bought nearly 30 homegrown
animals in support. “We always want
to give the showman a base price, and
if someone bids higher and we don’t
get it, than we at least know that we

would’ve given them something. We
are all about providing equal opportunity for each student involved.”
Success also was around the corner for Cody Bear that afternoon.
Four National Conventions after high
school graduation is usually the saddest for those FFA members. This is
the year of aging out, a year in which
after it comes to a halt, one can no longer be an FFA member. This National
Convention in October will bring the
time of aging out for showman Cody
Bear, making this sale his last. A Big
Spring FFA chapter native, Bear said,
“This is a really bittersweet moment.
I’ve thoroughly enjoyed every moment of it.” Each year, Bear averages
about four animals per year. As he’s
been showing for the last 15 years,
he’s truly been a contribution to the
Shippensburg Livestock Sales.
Bear said that his favorite thing
about being here each year is of
course the food, but also the environment. He stated that seeing everyone
around him doing what they love and
supporting agriculture makes it all
worth it and is something you can’t
replace. In a small farewell message
Bear said, “I want to thank everyone
who’s ever supported me. My family,
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Champion Market Goat: Brayden Myers
Champion Market Hog: McKenzie Myers
Champion Market Lamb: Brayden Martson
Champion Market Steer: Mikayla Kutz
Champion Dairy Feeder Calf: Sheldon Kutz
Reserve Champion Dairy Feeder Calf: Maverick Gettys
Reserve Champion Market Goat: McKenzie Myers
Reserve Champion Market Hog: Morgan Bear
Reserve Champion Market Lamb: Grant Wickard
Reserve Champion Market Steer: Madison Wickard
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Working on a local dairy farm, he
plans to continue with this profession
as he feeds and does field work. He
also farms nearly 70 acres of land
while raising his own beef steers.
While this was a year of great change
to the Shippensburg Livestock Sale, it
was a success in all. A very big thank
you goes out to all of the buyers at the
sale, and those who were involved in
putting it together. The Junior Livestock sale is truly an example of just
how much one community can come
together to better the future of its agriculture.
The sale averages were steers,
$2,479.29; dairy feeders, $1,085.42;
lambs, $489.64; goat, $602.21; and
swine, $539.27.
The champion winners are as follows.
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Nick Isenberg, left, accepts the PAAE president’s gavel from outgoing president David Bittner.
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With a mission to secure resources for
the future of agriculture education and student leader development, the Pennsylvania
FFA Foundation achieved that goal on July
21 during their annual golf tournament.
Each year the Foundation reaches out to
business and industry partners to put on a
day of golfing and support of Pennsylvania’s future in agriculture. This year, at Fox
Chase Golf Club more than 30 teams of two
and four golfers hit the green to support agriculture education.
Teams included New Holland Agriculture, Fulton Bank, Cargill and Seneca Resources. The morning began its start with
golf cart after golf cart filled with clubs
from teams at registration. Players were
able to purchase raffle tickets for a drawing, and were given a good start to the day
by partaking in lunch. With 18 holes to
play, the game started quickly and teams
were on a mission to success. Some holes
were played as normal, and others included
a twist.
One hole was labeled the grenade hole.
When players began their tee-off, they were
given the opportunity to purchase a grenade
at which time players could pick the ball
up and throw it as far as possible. A small
putting game was in the mix of the day’s
activities. Golfers had the opportunity to
take one shot to be entered into a raffle that
evening.
When all players were finished, dinner was served and the banquet began. A
small auction featured a quilt, handmade
cornhole boards and a weekend trip to the
Wengers of Myerstown cabin. Afterwards,
teams and individuals were recognized for
their success on the course either by distance or overall teamwork.
A thank you of course goes out to all who
made the golf outing a success. Thousands
of dollars were raised in order to better the
future of agriculture education and its leaders, proof that hard work can come a long
way and relationships will always matter.

