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Pa. FFA Gains Two New Chapters
Taylor Halbleib
Pa. FFA State Secretary
The Pennsylvania FFA Association has approximately 13,000
members in 150 local chapters. Recently, the number of local chapters
in Pennsylvania grew as the association welcomed two new chapters
into the Pennsylvania FFA family.
Avella FFA resides in Washington
County and Honesdale FFA resides
in Wayne County. These two
new chapters were awarded their
charters at the 89th Pennsylvania
FFA Midwinter Convention on Jan.
8 in the Pennsylvania Farm Show
Complex in Harrisburg.
During this year’s program,
Avella and Honesdale members
walked to the stage and were
presented their charters by Secretary of Education Pedro Rivera.
School board members, advisers
and chapter officers were cheered
on by those in the audience as the
association celebrated increasing
the number chapters in the state of
Pennsylvania to 150.
Establishing a new FFA chapter
requires a lot of hard work, planning and communication between
the chapter and state as well as
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The Pennsylvania State officers welcomed the Avella and Honesdale FFA chapters to the state association at
the 2018 Midwinter Convention.

national staff. Being able to grow
in membership and numbers of
chapters in the program ultimately
means that there are more opportunities opened up to agriculture
education students across the state.
This means even more individuals
with public speaking, leadership
and communication skills will be
able to enter into the work force
and build a career in agriculture.
The state officers are excited for
the students of Avella and Honesdale FFA to begin their journey in
the organization and wish them the
best of luck in the creation of a new
generation of agriculturalists.
FFA is an organization based off
of agricultural education classes in
high schools. It focuses on developing premier leadership, personal
growth and career success in the
students involved with the organization. FFA exists at the national,
state and local level. Established
in 1928, the National FFA Organization is comprised of 52 state
associations. Each state association
has different membership levels
and traditions, however they each
share the rules and bylaws put into
place by the members.
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FFA members entered a range of flower arrangements for the horticultural display.

FFA on Display at Farm Show
While attending the 102nd
Farm Show, thousands of people
were able to see a variety of
projects on display, produced by
FFA members.
Projects on display included
display booths, landscape designs, horticultural exhibits, tractor restorations and agriscience
fair displays. Projects ranged
from an experiment on worms to
a display on the world’s carbon
footprint. Each one of these
projects gave FFA members
the chance to learn new skills
in their respective field such as
laying out a landscaping plan
to forming a hypothesis for a
research project.
The variety of projects on display were a true testament to the
theme of this year’s Farm Show,
“Strength in our Diversity.” Giving students a wide variety of
opportunities is something that
FFA strives to achieve.
Members of Pennsylvania
FFA are able to explore their in-

Canton FFA’s landscape display entry.
terests in agriculture through these
projects over the course of their
FFA careers, and many members
participate in multiple projects
at the Farm Show. Members are
encouraged to make exceptionally impressive projects in order

to gain the blue ribbon for first
place in their respective category of
projects.
All placings of the projects on
display are available on the Farm
Show website, www.farmshow.
pa.gov.

